
Welcome to Middle School
Math Course Selection Information



SOMSD BOE Access Policy

“All elementary, middle school, and high school 
parents/guardians and children in the 

South Orange-Maplewood School District 
shall have access to, 

and the ability to choose between 
current and future educational programs in all 
academic subjects, and at all academic levels.”



Math Course Selection 2021

March 16, 
2021

Middle School Math Parent Information Night 
Online 7:00 pm. via WebEx

March 26, 
2021

Last day to select a math course for 2021-2022

May
Enrollment for SOMSD Summer Teacher-Led Programs

June Independent Summer Learning Posted (optional)

July SOMSD Summer Teacher-Led Programs (optional)



1. Sign in to the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  
If you need help contact 
parentportalhelp@somsd.k12.nj.us

2. Look down the left column and  select 
Forms.

3. Scroll to the bottom of the list of forms 
until you see Middle School Math Course 
Selection.

Use PowerSchool to Select A Course



Middle School Math Courses



Any Path Can Get to Calculus by 12th Grade

Any Path Can Get to Calculus 
by 12th Grade

● Decide to accelerate after 7th Grade
● CHS Summer Course for Credit
● Take Geometry & Alg 2 at the same time at CHS 

Any Path Can Get to Calculus 
by 12th Grade



Math Course Progressions

Gr. 6
Math

Gr. 7
Math

Gr. 8
Pre-algebra

Gr. 9
Algebra I

Gr. 10
Geometry

Gr. 6 
Math

Gr. 7+
Math

Gr. 8 &
Algebra I

Gr. 9
Geometry

Gr. 6 & 7 
Math

Gr. 8 &
Algebra I

Gr. 8
Geometry

1 course per year as NJ Standards are Written

1 year acceleration (2 courses in 1 year) 

2 years of acceleration



Middle School Math Courses



Adjustments for 2021 Schedule 
5-8 Math

Spring 2021
• We front loaded the most important content to make sure we got to it
• We scheduled least crucial content at the end of the year 
• Switched to weekly quizzes (no unit tests, midterms, or finals) to provide 

more frequent feedback and lower stakes grading
• Allow quiz retakes to improve scores
• We have been on pace thus far in all math classes 5-8

Summer 2021
• Optional Teacher-led reinforcement of current grade level
• Optional Independent  reinforcement of current grade level

Fall 2021
• Prior to each unit we will review prerequisite concepts
• Will stay with weekly quizzes (rather than larger unit tests) to provide more 

frequent feedback and lower stakes grading
• Allow quiz retakes to improve scores




