SCHOOL DISTRICT OF SOUTH ORANGE AND MAPLEWOOD

PUBLIC BOARD MEETING

October 19, 2009

RESOLUTION
2557

FOR ACTION
October 19, 2009

SUBJECT:
Resolution of the South Orange – Maplewood Board of Education in Opposition to A-4140, An Act Concerning Collective Bargaining Agreements and Subcontracting and Supplementing P.L. 1941, c. 100 (C.34:13A-1 et seq.)

WHEREAS, the cost of providing a quality public education is continuing to spiral out of control in the state of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, more than 90% of the operating budget of the South Orange-Maplewood School District is covered through local property taxes and the taxpayers of South Orange-Maplewood pay some of the highest property taxes in the state; and

WHEREAS, in part because of past efforts to control costs by outsourcing our food, custodial and security services and participating in various shared services arrangements with our two municipalities, the South Orange-Maplewood School District was able to pass a budget for 2009-2010 with the lowest tax increase in over two decades; and

WHEREAS, State-imposed budget caps force school districts first to seek savings in various ways that do not impact educational programs; and

WHEREAS, if enacted, A-4140 would severely restrict public schools’ ability to have private companies competitively bid to provide non-instructional services, and thus close off one of the few viable financial tools that school districts have to control costs without adversely impacting educational programs; and

WHEREAS, the enactment of A-4140 will impede our school district’s efforts to direct limited resources into the classroom and ultimately cause harm to the children of our district and children in most New Jersey public schools;
RESOLVED, that the South Orange-Maplewood Board of Education urges the New Jersey Legislature not to adopt A-4140; and be it further

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to all members of the State Senate and General Assembly representing South Orange and Maplewood as well as Governor Jon S. Corzine, Senate President Richard J. Codey, Assembly Speaker Joseph J. Roberts, Jr., bill sponsor Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver, all members of the Assembly Education Committee, Commissioner Lucille E. Davy, Essex County Superintendent Dr. Lawrence S. Feinsod, Essex County Executive Joseph DiVincenzo and the Essex County Freeholders, NJSBA Governmental Relations Director Michael Vrancik, and all members of the South Orange-Maplewood Schools’ Presidents Council.

